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What is BRELLA?

Brownfields

Reuse and

Environmental

Liability

Limitations

Act of 2007

Peter Van Oot, Esq.
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Pre-BRELLA

1. Strict Liability

2. Contribution Claims

3. Enforcement Actions

4. Lack of Expertise

5. Funding Sources

6. Sprawl Factor
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● Acquire contaminated property

● Determine end use / buyer

● Work with RDC / RPC / Town

● Initial Site Assessment

● If RECs, apply for BRELLA

● Develop a Corrective Action Plan (CAP)

● Obtain approval for CAP from DEC

● Undertake cleanup work (or hold off)

● At end, obtain Certificate of Compliance

● Transfer title from RDC / RPC / Town

PROCESS (GROSSLY OVERSIMPLIFIED)
BUILD!
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Why this topic and why now?

● 25 years of practice in VT enviro law

● Stormwater permitting changes

● Telecomm permitting changes

● Act 250 / permit reforms

● Solar energy program changes

● Hard to get it right

● But BRELLA:  

IT’S WORKING!
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BRELLA Lyndonville: GROUND-MOUNTED SOLAR
Northeast Tool Facility, 3 Commercial Lane, 2017
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BRELLA Bennington: RESIDENTIAL / COMMERCIAL

Former Energizer Facility, 401 Gage Street – 2025 (Pending)
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BRELLA St. Johnsbury DT:  
Bay St Area Wide Assessment 

Mapping
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BRELLA ST. Johnsbury Downtown:  DINING / TOURISM

St. Johnsbury Distillery, 74 Eastern Avenue, 2017
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BRELLA ST. Johnsbury Downtown:  RESIDENTIAL / RESTORATION

New Avenue Apartments, 10 Eastern Avenue, 2021
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BRELLA ST. Johnsbury Downtown:  COMMERCIAL / VETERINARY

Kingdom Animal Hospital, 131 Railroad Street, 2021
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BRELLA ST. Johnsbury Downtown:  RECREATIONAL

Lamoille Valley Rail Trial Trailhead Pavillion, 195 Bay Street, 2024
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BRELLA Chittenden Cty:  
Brownfield Sites Map (CCRPC)
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BRELLA Chittenden County: Winooski – HOTEL / COMMERCIAL

9 Abenaki Way, Winooski, In Construction!
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BRELLA Chittenden County: Winooski -- RECREATIONAL

Kenneth R. Meyers Memorial Pool, 62 Pine Street, 2016
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BRELLA Chittenden County: Winooski – DINING / TOURISM

Four Quarters Brewing, 70 Main Street, 2021
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BRELLA Chittenden County: Burlington – MIXED USE

The Vaults: 2 Apartments, Office, Studio Space

20 Howard Street (2017)

South End Apts: Retail plus multiple apartments

316 Flynn Avenue (2019)
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BRELLA Chittenden County: Burlington – MIXED USE

Post Apartments (former VFW), 176 S. Winooski Ave (In Construction – across from DRM)
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Come ask me and my DRM colleagues how BRELLA can work!

Will Dodge, Managing Partner

Downs Rachlin Martin PLLC
wdodge@drm.com

Firebird Cafe, Five Corners, 2019

BRELLA Chittenden County: Essex Junction
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