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Malls in Transition



Mall Sites Are Changing

ÅClosure of department stores (Sears, Macyõs, JCPenney)

Å Online shopping

Å More variety of uses beyond just retail



This transition presents 

opportunity to reposition, 

rethink, and optimize



Our Sessionõs Focus



Why Mall Sites?

Å Developed years ago and communities have grown up 

around them

Å Infill development with existing infrastructure in place

ÅMore of trend to òdo everything in one placeó



Our panel members have significant 

experience in:

Å Retail positioning 

Å Mall redevelopment 

Å Economic opportunity and development

Å Placemaking, architecture, planning, and permitting



Å Gain familiarity with trends and market forces affecting 

retail centers

Å Understand what uses and changes can contribute to their 

future success

Key Takeaways



Arcade Providence
Former Arcade Providence Mall, Providence, RI

Developer/Owner: Evan Granoff /130 Westminster Street Associates, LLC

Å Formerly nationõs oldest indoor shopping mall, historic heart of 

downtown Providence

Å Now 48 micro-loft apartments on the upper two floors, with a first floor 

of small business retail, including a full-service local foods restaurant, a 

coffee shop/whiskey bar, casual dining, and several unique retail shops 



Arcade Providence, former Arcade Providence Mall, Providence, RI

Developer/Owner: Evan Granoff/130 Westminster Street Associates, LLC



Amazon Distribution Center

Former Rolling Acres Mall, Akron, OH

Developer/Owner: Amazon

Å 640,000 square feet



Amazon Distribution Center , former Rolling Acres Mall, Akron, OH

Developer/Owner: Amazon


