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The Contemporary Workplace 



A 90-second history of office design 



Early offices were open offices 



Private offices were only briefly in fashion: 1950s-80s 



With a clear hierarchy and rules 



Then came the cube farms… 



…which became the butt of many jokes.  



Which brings us to today.  
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Key Elements of Workplace Design 

• Customization 

• Flexibility 

• Indoor Environmental Quality 

• Amenities  

• Built Environment 

 

 

 



Customization - Branding 



Customization – Office Culture 



Customization: Budget 



Flexibility – Work Tasks 



Flexibility – Work Styles 



Flexibility - Technology 



IEQ – Light & Air 



IEQ - Ergonomics 



IEQ - Noise 



Amenities – Shared Spaces 

 

 

 

 

Amenities – Shared Spaces 



Amenities – Health & Wellness 



Built Environment - Flexibility 



Energy Efficiency 

Space Use 

Built Environment - Efficiency 



What About Cost? 
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Questions? 



Change Management  

Owner control 
 over costs 

Design & construction phase 



GSA Study: Transition from private + high cube to open 








